
Summary

This report asks the Sub-Committee to consider an application for a New Bingo Premises 

Licence, under section 159 of the Gambling Act 2005 

Officers Recommendations 

1. This report asks the Sub-Committee to consider an application for a New
Bingo Premises Licence, under section 159 of the Gambling Act 2005 for
Merkur Slots 118 High Street Barnet EN5 5XQ.

Licensing Sub-Committee 

Tuesday 25th October 2022 

10:30am  

Title Merkur Slots 118 High Street Barnet EN5 5XQ

Report of Trading Standards & Licensing Manager 

Wards High Barnet 

Status Public 

Urgent N/A 

Key No 

Enclosures 

Report of the Licensing Officer 

Annex 1 – Application Form 

Annex 2 -  Police agreement to conditions
Annex 3 – Representation 

Annex 4 – Matters for Decision  

Officer Contact Details Elisabeth Hammond 020 8359 5639 

Elisabeth.hammond@barnet.gov.uk 
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1. WHY THIS REPORT IS NEEDED

1.1 The licensing authority having received valid representations against the application for a
new Bingo premises licence is expected to hold a hearing to consider those
representations. The application can be determined by the licensing authority without a
hearing in certain circumstances.

2. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 Where a representation is submitted under Section 159 of the Gambling Act 2005 the
authority must hold a hearing to consider such representations, unless the representation
is withdrawn, the applicant or any party or responsible authority who has made a valid
representation agrees or where the authority considers that the representations are
frivolous or vexatious.

3. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED AND NOT RECOMMENDED

3.1 The Licensing Sub-Committee is required to give appropriate weight to the
representations (including supporting information) presented by all the parties, the
Guidance issued pursuant to section 164 of the Gambling Act 2005, the Council’s
Gambling Statement of Principles and the steps that are appropriate to promote the three
Gambling objectives.

Having considered those relevant matters, the Licensing Sub-Committee is required to
take such of the following steps (if any) as it considers appropriate for the promotion of
the licensing objectives.

On considering an application for a premises licence (whether at a hearing or not) a
licensing authority shall —

(a) grant it, or
(b) reject it.

4. POST DECISION IMPLEMENTATION

4.1 The decision will have immediate effect

5. IMPLICATIONS OF DECISION

5.1 Corporate Priorities and Performance

5.1.1 Members are referred to the Council’s Gambling Statement of Principles for 
consideration 

5.1.2 Timely legal and fair decisions support objectives are contained within the Corporate 
Plan. In particular in relation to a “successful London borough” by ensuring that only 
legal, well regulated licensable activities occur within the borough. 
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5.2 Resources (Finance & Value for Money, Procurement, Staffing, IT, Property, 
Sustainability) 

5.2.1 N/A 

5.3 Legal and Constitutional References 

5.3.1 The Licensing Act 2003 sets out how applications for premises licences should be dealt 
with where valid representations have been submitted. 

5.3.2 Under the Council’s Constitution, Article 7, the licensing sub-committee has responsibility 
delegated to it (from the Licensing Committee) for licensing hearings concerning all 
licensing matters. 

5.4 Risk Management 

5.4.1 N/A 

5.5 Equalities and Diversity 

5.5.1 Licence applications are dealt with according to the provisions of the Gambling Act 2005 
and associated Regulations which allow both applications and representations to 
applications to be made by all sectors. 

5.6 Consultation and Engagement 

5.6.1 The statutory consultation process has been followed in accordance with the Gambling 
Act 2005. 

6. BACKGROUND PAPERS

6.1 The application and report of the Licensing Officer and appendices are attached to this
report.
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GAMBLING ACT 2005 

 
OFFICERS REPORT 

 
 Merkur Slots 118 High Street Barnet EN5 5XQ 

 
1. The Applicants 
 
 The application before the subcommittee was submitted under Section 159 of the Gambling Act 2005. It is 

an application for a New Bingo Premises Licence, submitted by Poppleston Allen on behalf of Merkur Slots 
UK Limited. 

 
2. Application 
 
 The application before us today was valid as of 15th June 2022.  The application seeks to allow the premises 

to be used for the playing of Bingo with the Gambling Act’s prescribed hours for this activity. 
  
 Should the Licensing Subcommittee be minded granting this Bingo Premises Licence application the 

following default condition would automatically be applied: 
 

• Bingo facilities in bingo premises may not be offered between the hours of midnight and 9am. 

However, there are no restrictions on access to gaming machines in bingo premises. 
 

 
 The application form is attached to this report in Annex 1. 
 
 
3. Proposed conditions 

 
The below conditions have been offered by the applicant, and will automatically be attached to the licence, 
should the licensing subcommittee be minded granting the application.   
 

Proposed operational conditions: 

1. CCTV shall be installed to Home Office Guidance standards and maintained in a good working 
condition and recordings shall be kept for 31 days and shall be made available to police and 
licensing officers if requested, subject to data protection legislative requirements.  

 

2. A CCTV camera shall be installed to cover: 

a. All entry and exit points to and from the premises enabling frontal identification of every 
person entering under any light conditions  

b. The areas of the premises to which the public have access (excluding toilets)  

c. Gaming machines  
 

3. A Think 25 proof of age scheme shall be operated at the premises where the only acceptable 
forms of identification are recognised photographic identification cards, such as a driving licence, 
passport or proof of age card with the PASS Hologram.  

 

4. Prominent signage and notices advertising the Think 25 policy will be displayed.  
 

5. A magnetic locking device, commonly referred to as a Maglock will be installed and maintained on 
the main entrance/exit to the premises which will be operable by ground floor staff.  

 



 
 

 

6. A suitable intruder alarm complete with panic button facility shall be maintained. 

 

7. An incident log shall be maintained and made available on request to an authorised Local 
Authority officer or the Police, which will record the following: 

a. All crimes reported to the venue. 

b. Any complaints or incidents regarding crime and disorder. 

c. Refusals and banned customers. 

d. Any faults in the CCTV system. 

e. Any visit by a relevant authority or emergency service. 

f. Any Challenge 25 Refusals. 

 
 
The Police agreed to the proposed conditions, stating they would be in line with what they would request of 
such a premises.  The acceptance of the conditions, by the Police can be found in Annex 2. 
 
 

4. Representations 
 
The Licensing Team received 1 valid representation from The Barnet Society.  The representation refers to 
the effect that the grant of this licence could have on the following gambling objective: 

• Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or exploited by gambling. 
 
No representations were received from local ward Councillors or Responsible Authority representatives.  

 
The representation can be seen attached to this report in Annex 3. 
 

5. Conditions 
 
Section 169 Gambling Act 2005 - Conditions imposed or excluded by licensing authority:  

 
(1) Where a licensing authority issue a premises licence they may—  
 (a) attach a condition to the licence;  
 (b) exclude a condition that would otherwise be attached to the licence by virtue of section 168.  
 
(2) A condition attached to the licence under subsection (1)(a) may, in particular, address a matter addressed 
by a condition excluded under subsection (1)(b).  
 
(3) A condition attached to the licence under subsection (1)(a) may apply in relation to the premises generally 
or only in relation to a specified part of the premises.  
 
(4) A licensing authority may not attach a condition to a premises licence which prevents compliance with a 
condition of the operating licence which authorises the holder to carry out the activity in respect of which the 
premises licence is granted. 
 
 

6. Statement of Principles and Guidance 
 
Full Copies of the Councils Gambling Statement of Principles and the Statutory Guidance to the Act will be 
available at the Licensing Sub Committee hearing or in advance if required.   
 
Elisabeth Hamond                            Annex 1 – Application Form 

Licensing Officer     Annex 2 – Police agreement to conditions 

Annex 3 – Representation 

      Annex 4 – Matters for Decision    



Annex 1 

Application 

Form, Plans & 

Supporting 

Documents 



Application for a premises licence  

under the Gambling Act 2005 (standard form) 

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS FIRST 

If you are completing this form by hand, please write legibly in block capitals using ink. Use 
additional sheets if necessary (marked with the number of the relevant question). You may wish to 
keep a copy of the completed form for your records. 

Where the application is— 

• In respect of a vessel, or

• To convert an authorisation granted under the Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act 1963 or
the Gaming Act 1968,

the application should be made on the relevant form for that type of premises or application. 

Part 1 – Type of premises licence applied for 

Regional Casino  Large Casino  Small Casino 

Bingo  Adult Gaming Centre  Family Entertainment Centre 

Betting (Track)  Betting (Other) 

Do you hold a provisional statement in respect of the premises?  Yes   No  

If the answer is “yes”, please give the unique reference number for the provisional statement (as 
set out at the top of the first page of the statement):  

Part 2 – Applicant Details 

If you are an individual, please fill in Section A.  If the application is being made on behalf of an 
organisation (such as a company or partnership), please fill in Section B. 

Section A 

Individual applicant 

1. Title: Mr  Mrs Miss Ms Dr  Other (please specify)

2. Surname: Other name(s): 

[Use the names given in the applicant’s operating licence or, if the applicant does not hold an 
operating licence, as given in any application for an operating licence] 

3. Applicant’s address (home or business – [delete as appropriate]):

Postcode:  

4(a) The number of the applicant’s operating licence (as set out in the operating licence): 

4(b) If the applicant does not hold an operating licence but is in the process of applying for one, 
give the date on which the application was made:   

5. Tick the box if the application is being made by more than one person. 

[Where there are further applicants, the information required in questions 1 to 4 should be included 
on additional sheets attached to this form, and those sheets should be clearly marked “Details of 
further applicants”.] 



Section B 

Application on behalf of an organisation 

6. Name of applicant business or organisation: Merkur Slots UK Limited

[Use the names given in the applicant’s operating licence or, if the applicant does not hold an 
operating licence, as given in any application for an operating licence.] 

7. The applicant’s registered or principal address:

Seebeck House, 

1A Seebeck Place, 

Knowlhill, 

Milton Keynes 

Postcode: MK5 8FR 

8(a) The number of the applicant’s operating licence (as given in the operating licence): 

 003266-N-103444 

8(b) If the applicant does not hold an operating licence but is in the process of applying for one, 
give the date on which the application was made: N/A 

9. Tick the box if the application is being made by more than one organisation.

[Where there are further applicants, the information required in questions 6 to 8 should be included 
on additional sheets attached to this form, and those sheets should be clearly marked “Details of 
further applicants”.] 

Part 3 – Premises Details 

10. Proposed trading name to be used at the premises (if known): Merkur Slots

11. Address of the premises (or, if none, give a description of the premises and their location):

118 High Street, 

Barnet 

Postcode: EN5 5XQ 

12. Telephone number at premises (if known):

13. If the premises are in only a part of a building, please describe the nature of the building (for
example, a shopping centre or office block).  The description should include the number of floors
within the building and the floor(s) on which the premises are located.

Ground Floor high street location 

14(a) Are the premises situated in more than one licensing authority area? 

Yes/No  [delete as appropriate] 



14(b). If the answer to question 14(a) is yes, please give the names of all the licensing authorities 
within whose area the premises are partly located, other than the licensing authority to which 
this application is made: 

Part 4 – Times of operation 

15(a). Do you want the licensing authority to exclude a default condition so that the premises may 
be used for longer periods than would otherwise be the case?  Yes/No  [delete as appropriate] 
[Where the relevant kind of premises licence is not subject to any default conditions, the answer to 
this question will be no.] 

15(b). If the answer to question 15(a) is yes, please complete the table below to indicate the times 
when you want the premises to be available for use under the premises licence. N/A 

Start Finish Details of any seasonal variation 

Mon 

Tue 

Wed 

Thurs 

Fri 

Sat 

Sun 

16. If you wish to apply for a premises licence with a condition restricting gambling to specific
periods in a year, please state the periods below using calendar dates: N/A

Part 5 – Miscellaneous 

17. Proposed commencement date for licence (leave blank if you want the licence to commence
as soon as it is issued):                            (dd/mm/yyyy)

18(a). Does the application relate to premises which are part of a track or other sporting venue 
which already has a premises licence?  Yes / No  [delete as appropriate] 

18(b). If the answer to question 18(a) is yes, please confirm by ticking the box that an application 

to vary the main track premises licence has been submitted with this application.  

19(a). Do you hold any other premises licences that have been issued by this licensing authority? 

Yes  



19(b). If the answer to question 19(a) is yes, please provide full details: 

Merkur Slots 48 Golders Green Road NW11 8LL BINGO 

Merkur Slots 847 High Road, Finchley N12 8PT BINGO 

Merkur Slots 48 Ballards Lane, Finchley N3 2BX BINGO 

20. Please set out any other matters which you consider to be relevant to your application:
The Applicant operates a national estate of licensed bingo premises which include the
provision of bingo tablets and Bingo Plus and Bingo Express terminals. Substantive
facilities for non-remote bingo will be made available in accordance with legislative
provisions.

The operator has full authority to provide licensed bingo by the provision of an Operating 
Licence granted by the Gambling Commission. The UK’s Gambling Regulator has therefore 
approved the measures implemented to ensure that effective anti-money laundering 
procedures are implemented, and policies have been developed to ensure responsible 
trading in accordance with the gambling legislation, the licensing objectives and the licence 
conditions and code of practice. 

A copy of Merkur Slots UK Limited’s Operational Standards has been provided in support 
of the application and full copies of the Applicant’s policies and procedures are available, if 
required. 

A copy of Merkur Slots UK Limited’s ‘Working Together’ document has also been supplied 
in support of the application, which provides an overview of the licensee’s proposed 
operation. 

The following are to be offered as conditions on the application: 

1. CCTV shall be installed to Home Office Guidance standards and maintained in a good
working condition and recordings shall be kept for 31 days and shall be made available to
police and licensing officers if requested, subject to data protection legislative requirements.

2. A CCTV camera shall be installed to cover:

a. All entry and exit points to and from the premises enabling frontal identification of
every person entering under any light conditions

b. The areas of the premises to which the public have access (excluding toilets)

c. Gaming machines

3. A Think 25 proof of age scheme shall be operated at the premises where the only acceptable
forms of identification are recognised photographic identification cards, such as a driving
licence, passport or proof of age card with the PASS Hologram.

4. Prominent signage and notices advertising the Think 25 policy will be displayed.

5. A magnetic locking device, commonly referred to as a Maglock will be installed and
maintained on the main entrance/exit to the premises which will be operable by ground floor
staff.

6. A suitable intruder alarm complete with panic button facility shall be maintained.

7. An incident log shall be maintained and made available on request to an authorised Local



Authority officer or the Police, which will record the following:

a. All crimes reported to the venue.

b. Any complaints or incidents regarding crime and disorder.

c. Refusals and banned customers.

d. Any faults in the CCTV system.

e. Any visit by a relevant authority or emergency service.

f. Any Challenge 25 Refusals.

Part 6 – Declarations and Checklist (Please tick) 

We confirm that, to the best of our knowledge, the information contained in this 
application is true. We understand that it is an offence under section 342 of the 
Gambling Act 2005 to give information which is false or misleading in, or in relation to, 
this application. 



We confirm that the applicant(s) have the right to occupy the premises. 

Checklist: 

• Payment of the appropriate fee has been made/is enclosed 

• A plan of the premises is enclosed 

• We understand that if the above requirements are not complied with the
application may be rejected



• We understand that it is now necessary to advertise the application and give
the appropriate notice to the responsible authorities 



Part 7 – Signatures 

21. Signature of applicant or applicant’s solicitor or other duly authorised agent. If signing on behalf
of the applicant, please state in what capacity:

Signature: 

Print Name: Poppleston Allen 

Date: 14/06/2022 Capacity: Solicitors for & on behalf of the 
applicant 

22. For joint applications, signature of 2nd applicant, or 2nd applicant’s solicitor or other authorised
agent. If signing on behalf of the applicant, please state in what capacity:

Signature: 

Print Name: 

Date: Capacity: 



 

 

 

[Where there are more than two applicants, please use an additional sheet clearly marked 
“Signature(s) of further applicant(s)”.  The sheet should include all the information requested in 
paragraphs 21 and 22.] 

 

[Where the application is to be submitted in an electronic form, the signature should be generated 
electronically and should be a copy of the person’s written signature.] 

 

Part 8 – Contact Details 

23(a) Please give the name of a person who can be contacted about the application: 

Felix Faulkner 

23(b) Please give one or more telephone numbers at which the person identified in question 23(a) 
can be contacted: 

0203 859 7751 

24. Postal address for correspondence associated with this application: 

Felix Faulkner 

Poppleston Allen 

The Stanley Building 

7 Pancras Square 

London 

Postcode:  N1C 4AG 

25. If you are happy for correspondence in relation to your application to be sent via e-mail, please 
give the e-mail address to which you would like correspondence to be sent: 

f.faulkner@popall.co.uk 
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 Police 

agreement 
to 

conditions 



From: Vicky.Johnson@met.police.uk <Vicky.Johnson@met.police.uk>  
Sent: 16 June 2022 08:31 
To: Hammond, Elisabeth <Elisabeth.Hammond@Barnet.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: New Gambling Bingo Premises Licence - Merkur Slots, 118 High Street, Barnet EN5 
5XQ- GABNG1/22/66325 

Elisabeth, 

The conditions as offered on the application are sufficient to support the objectives and in line with 
what we would request.  

1. CCTV shall be installed to Home Office Guidance standards and maintained in a good
working condition and recordings shall be kept for 31 days and shall be made available to
police and licensing officers if requested, subject to data protection legislative requirements.

2. A CCTV camera shall be installed to cover:

a. All entry and exit points to and from the premises enabling frontal identification of
every person entering under any light conditions

b. The areas of the premises to which the public have access (excluding toilets)

c. Gaming machines

3. A Think 25 proof of age scheme shall be operated at the premises where the only acceptable
forms of identification are recognised photographic identification cards, such as a driving
licence, passport or proof of age card with the PASS Hologram.

4. Prominent signage and notices advertising the Think 25 policy will be displayed.

5. A magnetic locking device, commonly referred to as a Maglock will be installed and
maintained on the main entrance/exit to the premises which will be operable by ground floor
staff.

6. A suitable intruder alarm complete with panic button facility shall be maintained.

7. An incident log shall be maintained and made available on request to an authorised Local
Authority officer or the Police, which will record the following:

a. All crimes reported to the venue.

b. Any complaints or incidents regarding crime and disorder.

c. Refusals and banned customers.

d. Any faults in the CCTV system.

e. Any visit by a relevant authority or emergency service.

f. Any Challenge 25 Refusals.

There are no objections from police. 

Regards 
Vicky Wilcock 
PC1349NW Wilcock 
Licensing North West Area | Barnet SPOC    REDUCE PAPER WASTE 
Based at Harrow Police Station  Please send applications via email to: 
and High Barnet Police Station   NWMailbox.LicensingBarnet@met.police.uk 
Work Mobile 07387120370 

mailto:NWMailbox.LicensingBarnet@met.police.uk
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Representation 



From: Andreas Tjirkalli <xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx>  
Sent: 08 July 2022 15:31 
To: LicensingAdmin <LicensingAdmin@barnet.gov.uk> 
Subject: Objection to the proposed change of use of 118 High Street Barnet EN5 5XQ – (Planning 
Application 22/3158/FUL) into an adult Gaming Centre  

** Warning External Email ** 

Dear Licensing Department, 

I write to you on behalf of the Barnet Society to object to the proposed change of use of 118 
High Street Barnet EN5 5XQ – (Planning Application 22/3158/FUL) into an adult Gaming 
Centre. The grounds for objection are in the attached letter. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this email. 

Please also confirm whether I need to upload the objection formally on any site or portal 
you have? 

Kind Regards 

Andreas Tjirkalli 

mailto:LicensingAdmin@barnet.gov.uk


Licensing Team 
8th Floor  
2 Bristol Avenue 
Colindale 
London  
NW9 4EW 8th of July 2022 

To the Licensing Team, 

118 High Street Barnet EN5 5XQ – 22/3158/FUL 

The Barnet Society strongly objects to this planning application for the change of use of the 
ground floor of a vacant bank (Class E) to an Adult Gaming Centre (Sui Generis) on the 
grounds that it will negatively impact on the area. 

We are particularly concerned of the anti-social impact of allowing licensing of such an 
establishment given: 

• The volume of under 18s attending Barnet college and local schools with sixth forms
whose students regularly pass as 25+ in other establishments.

• The Considerable numbers of vulnerable adults living in nearby supported or housing
list priority accommodation who are specific targets of late and overnight gambling.

• \There are already three betting shops in the same street in an area being at high risk
of harm from gambling due to the local characteristics.

• This proposal includes an extensive slot machine gambling operation which other
branches operate for 24 hours a day and sets a dangerous precedent if adopted as
Barnet High Street does not support a night-time economy, given there are just 6
bars in the entire High Street from the Meadway to Hadley Green with few staying
open later than midnight throughout the week

• Gaming arcades have been proven to be well above the line in the scale of
detrimental commercial uses that put off other businesses from moving into an area.
Given the current state of the High Street we think it would be remiss to allow this
planning application

We hope that the above matters can be addressed either by an outright rejection or if 
necessary, through conditions on any planning permission to curtail opening hours and the 
inclusion of safeguards for vulnerable adults 



Yours sincerely 

A Tjikalli 
Andreas Tjirkalli 
Barnet Society Committee Member and Town Team 
Representative xxxxxxxxxxxx, Barnet Road Barnet EN5 xxx
Tel: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx



From: Andreas Tjirkalli <xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx>  
Sent: 25 July 2022 15:48 
To: Hammond, Elisabeth <Elisabeth.Hammond@Barnet.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: Gambling Premises Licence application - Merkur Slots 118 High Street EN5 5XQ - 
GABNG1/22/66325 
 

** Warning External Email ** 

Hi Elizabeth thank you for following up with me. 
 
The representation submitted to the Licensing team was in relation to the Gambling Licence 
application. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Andreas 

 

 
From: Hammond, Elisabeth <Elisabeth.Hammond@Barnet.gov.uk> 
Sent: 25 July 2022 13:18 
To: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Subject: RE: Gambling Premises Licence application - Merkur Slots 118 High Street EN5 5XQ - 
GABNG1/22/66325  
  

Dear Andreas Tjirkalli 
  
I am just following up on my email to you of a couple of weeks ago regarding the 
representation to Merkur Slots 118 High Street EN5 5XQ.  
  
I have been asked to clarify something in relation to the representation received by 
Licensing, that was sent in on behalf of the Barnet Society.  Within the representation, 
mention is made to the Planning application reference number, rather than the reference 
number that relates to the Licensing application.  
  
Please could you confirm whether the representation submitted to the Licensing team was in 
relation to the Gambling Licence application?   
  
Kind Regards 
  
Elisabeth Hammond 
Licensing Officer 
Commercial Premises 
London Borough of Barnet 
2 Bristol Avenue  
Colindale 
London  
NW9 4EW 
0208 359 5639 
 

mailto:Elisabeth.Hammond@Barnet.gov.uk
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MATTERS FOR DECISION 
  Merkur Slots 118 High Street, Barnet, EN5 5XQ 

To allow the Standard Days and Timings for the gambling activity of Bingo.  

Day Proposed 
start time 

Proposed finish 
time 

Granted as application Amended to: Refused 

Monday 09:00 00:00 

Tuesday 09:00 00:00 

Wednesday 09:00 00:00 

Thursday 09:00 00:00 

Friday 09:00 00:00 

Saturday 09:00 00:00 

Sunday 09:00 00:00 

Added conditions, if any: 

Reasons for decisions above: 



Hours premises are open to the public are not restricted under the Gambling act 2005. 
 
Standard Days and Timings 
 

Day Proposed 
start time 

Proposed finish 
time 

Granted as application Amended to: Refused  

Monday N/A N/A    

Tuesday N/A N/A    

Wednesday N/A N/A    

Thursday N/A N/A    

Friday N/A N/A    

Saturday N/A N/A    

Sunday N/A N/A    
 

Added conditions, if any: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reasons for decisions above: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




